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The Death of a Dream Premieres on October 23th at The Roy Arias Theatre Center 
Theatrical Production Written by a Survivor of Domestic Violence Aims to Create Awareness and Save Lives
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Award Winner Director Frank Pérez leads the cast and staff during the play’s rehearsal.
New York, NY, September 21th, 2009
The Death of a Dream, an innovative, off-Broadway production, premieres on October 23th through November 8th, at The Roy Arias Theater Center on 43rd Street and 8th Avenue. The play offers an intimate look inside the lives of three victims of domestic violence. Written by Nancy Genova, a survivor of domestic violence, The Death of a Dream, was created to build awareness of domestic violence and save lives. 
“Saving lives should be the immediate goal with changing patterns of behavior as the long term goal,” says Nancy Genova, the writer of The Death of a Dream. “I was fortunate enough to break the cycle survive and begin a new chapter and now it’s my turn to help others in need.” 
The Death of a Dream is directed by Obie Award Winning Director Frank Perez, producer and award winning director of “El Cano” (Repertorio Español), and features the performances of three exceptional Latino actresses: April Lee Hernández-Castillo (E.R; Freedom Writers); the popular Rhina Valentín (La Reina) who has been seen in HBO’s award winning short “Betty La Flaca” and who is a BRIO, HOLA and UAI award winner; and the talented performer, singer and poet, Caridad De La Luz (La Bruja). 
The story centers around three women from different lifestyles and professions who become victims of different forms of violence. The Death of a Dream explores why victims stay, how victims justify their perpetrators’ actions and how sometimes victims become perpetrators. The Death of a Dream combines the entertainment with the reflection delivering a message of hope.

During this first season The Death of a Dream will present 12 shows: October 23th (8:00 PM), October 24th (2:00 PM), October 25th (4:00 PM), October 30th (8:00 PM), October 31th (2:00 and 7:00 PM), November 1st (4:00 PM), November 6th (8:00 PM), November 7th (2:00 PM and 7:00 PM) and, November 8th (4:00 PM) . Ticket prices are $30 and $25 for more than 12 people groups. For information about The Death of a Dream or to purchase tickets, please call (212) 352-3101 or (866) 811-4111 or log on to www.theatermania.com , www.lareinadelbarrio.org
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	April Lee Hernández-Castillo
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	This Puerto Rican Bronx, New York native personifies a sense of dignity and pride whenever she appears on screen. As a comedic performer she started years ago at the world’s premier comedy nightclub Caroline’s on Broadway in New York City. Hernandez received her first commercial starring the “Yo/Yoa Girl” alongside NBA All-Star Houston Rockets Center, Yao Ming in the 2004 Olympics Visa Check Card commercial. Her performance secured her roles within various leading TV series which include ER, Law & Order, and 30 Rock.

This versatile actress performed a compelling role as Eva alongside Hillary Swank in the 2007 drama Freedom Writers. Hernandez has garnered roles in awarding winner director’s TV drama Blue Blood, as well as her latest role as Beth in Showtime TV series “Nurse Jackie” alongside Edie Falco. When not working on TV and Film, Hernandez can be found serving as a community leader and motivational speaker empowering students within “at risk” and ivy league settings alike. Hernandez has earned the respect and is emerging as one of the industry’s most primer Latino actress.

	
Caridad De La Luz 
“La Bruja”

[image: image10.jpg]s

® '




	Whether singing on Telemundo, performing on HBO's Def Poetry Jam, or appearing in History Channel docudramas, modern day renaissance woman Caridad De La Luz “La Bruja” refuses to be put in a box.  Her unique creativity and charisma have been sought by Spike Lee and Russell Simmons. 
Her humanitarian spirit has never faltered throughout her career, running writing workshops for inner-city youth, while performing internationally and even modeling for Levis in Glamour and Marie Claire.  La Bruja has long been regarded as one of the leading American spoken word poets. With the release of albums such as “Brujalicious” and her off-Broadway musical “Boogie Rican Blvd.” she joins the ranks of artists such as Mos Def who infuse acting and music with the power of spoken word.

	Rhina Valentín 
"La Reina"
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	She has worked as a Producer, Director, Performance Artist, Emcee, Comedic Actress, Dancer, Writer, and an Arts Educator. 2007 BRIO award recipient for best actress. 2006 UAI recipient in performance arts and 2005 Hola Award Recipient for Outstanding Female Performer in a Featured Role. Village Voice crowned her “DIVA” in 2000 and Siempre Newspaper proudly granted her the title “La Diva de el Barrio”. As an Actor Rhina is recognized for her role as Reina in HBO's "Betty La Flaca".  Since 2006, Ms Valentin has been the Host of talkshow "Open" which airs Live every Friday on Bronxnet Channel 67.

Her Production company, La Reina Del Barrio, LLC., has produced and created: Diva Attack! (2001), Mirrors (2002) and Metrogroove (2003) among many others in the last years and now The Death of a Dream. Her career and success justify her title as "La Reina”.
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Synopsis

“The Death of a Dream” written by a survivor of domestic violence Nancy Genova doesn’t just focus on the violence in relationships but explores why victims stay. The play offers rare insights into the lives of couples where co-dependency, passion and obsessions overlap. When individuals have been victims of childhood trauma they repeat familiar patterns of behavior throughout their lives. Too quickly society has judged victims rather than viewing the situation from the victim’s view. The play also explores gender identification. The play will be directed by Frank Perez Obie award winning director of “El Cano” (Repertorio Español). The story centers around three women from different lifestyles and professions who become victims of different forms of violence at the hands of different men.  The actresses performing will be; April Lee Hernández-Castillo (E.R; Freedom Writers); the popular Rhina Valentín “La Reina” who has been seen in HBO’s award winning short “Betty La Flaca” and who is a BRIO, HOLA and UAI award winner; and the talented performer, singer and poet, Caridad De La Luz “La Bruja”.
 “The Death of a Dream” examines how victims justify their perpetrators actions. It also describes the lives of men who grow up and victimize women. The play discusses; self-perceptions, economic status, gender roles, crisis with gender identification and the long lasting effect that the impact of trauma has on people’s lives.    


Purpose

“Almost 1/3 of female homicides victims in the United States were killed by their intimate partner.” NYS Office for The Prevention of Domestic Violence 

While viewing this piece the audience will not only experience outstanding performances by exceptional Latino talent but will also be given a rare glimpse at the underlying layers that create victims and perpetrators on this very urgent social problem. Domestic violence cost society in dollars, worker productivity and the ability to lead productive lives in addition to having children witnessing the dysfunction recreate these familiar patterns in their own relationships.   
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